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It was not until November arrived that the Historian
settled down to the composition of his twelfth volume.
The Diary of this date contains a notice of his occupations
during the preceding months.

*'He had been studying for this purpose incessantly; ever
since the eleventh volume came forth in April last. The
profound and important nature of the subject which forms
the opening chapter (Plato and his teaching) has occasioned
George to devote all these months to reading and meditating
upon it: making a large quantity of notes also, upon Aristotle
chiefly. He went over his third and fourth volumes care-
fully (for a new edition) in the autumn, but found very little
to alter"

The winter of 1853-1854 was passed between London
and "History Hut;" the University of London* and
University College each demanding a considerable portion
of Grote's time and services, and the farm receiving his
attention as circumstances arose.

We resided in Savile Bow during the spring, and down to
the middle of July; much taken up in going to and from
Tooting, to our brother Charles Grote's, who, after a long
and depressing illness, died in July. George was his execu-
tor, and gave up a good deal of his leisure to the performance
of this sad duty.

The summer was passed at the cottage for the most part,
Grote finding the retirement conducive to study, as well as
beneficial to his health. My eldest brother's death, in
September, leaving no will, caused me much concern, and
withal onerous duties. 1 was obliged to act as administratrix
to his estate, as next of kin, and Grote naturally aided me
in all these business matters, he being BO perfectly versed in
such.

The year closed upon  us quietly at the cottage> our

* Having accepted a seat in the Senate of the University of
London in 1850, lie never ceased to render Ms best endeavours to
sustain that Institution up to the end of Ms life.n me the hand of the reactionary
